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dreds of legislators who attended. Men like these,
habitually armed with swords, were only too apt to
come to blows when a discussion became heated. As
a preventive measure the sale of wine and spirits
was forbidden, both directly before the meeting and
during its continuance. At Schwyz no one was
allowed to carry a stick, and if a disturbance oc-
curred the combatants were imprisoned on the spot.
At Glarus the disturber of the peace was deprived
of his sword and of all political rights: was declared,
in fact, to be ehr and c/ewehrlos until he obtained a
pardon. It goes without saying that police regula-
tions such as these could only be effectual if the
culprits were few in number. When, as sometimes
happened, the excitement spread through the whole
mass, all attempts at suppressing the tumult were
useless, and the debate had to come to an end.1

After the different opinions had been expressed,
the landamuian summed up the amendments and
put them to the vote. The citizens voted by raising
their right hands, and the landamrnan counted the
numbers and declared the result from the tribune.

The sitting of several hours was not always long
enough to exhaust the orders of the day. When
night put an end to the meeting, still leaving several
matters to be discussed, the legislators arranged for
an after-meeting, a Nachgememdc. At this supple-
mentary meeting, which was held a week or fortnight
later, attendance was not compulsory. It must have
been less well attended than the ordinary Lands-
gemeinde, because in the canton of Uri on two occa-
sions, in 1705 and again in 1753, attempts were made

1 Blumer, ii. p. 109.
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